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During its 50-year occupation of Taiwan, Japan 
established a comprehensive medical system to pro-
tect the health of its own people, to relieve the stress 
on Taiwanese society caused by the prevalence of 
disease, and to gather strength to invade the south 
of Asia. The established medical service evolved 
into the modern medical system in Taiwan, that is, 
the National Taiwan University Hospital system.1–5
Many of the Japanese elite traveled to Taiwan 
to develop various medical disciplines in Taihoku 
Hospital and in the Taihoku Imperial University 
Hospital. This paper summarizes the biographies 
of these Japanese leaders in various medical dis-
ciplines during the Japanese occupation of 
Taiwan, to explore the status of medical science 
at that time and the influence of these leaders on 
later generations.
Besides Dr Tsung-ming Tsu, who was in 
charge of the Department of Pharmacology, and 
a few others with only very short proxy stays in 
Taiwan, there were 97 Japanese serving as the lead-
ers of various medical disciplines before the end 
of World War II (data sources listed in Appendix I). 
No doubt these discipline leaders significantly 
contributed to the establishment of the entire 
medical system in Taihoku Imperial University 
Hospital, as well as throughout Taiwan. The 
Taihoku Imperial University was one of the nine 
Imperial Universities of Japan; therefore, the 
medical system established there was esteemed by 
the Japanese Government, as demonstrated by the 
medical resources that were devoted to it, and 
the respected personnel who were involved in its 
development.
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The first part of this paper provides the bio-
graphical data for these leaders, including the 
years of their birth and death, place of birth, their 
alma mater, and time of residence in Taiwan. The 
second part of this paper briefly describes the 
medical education system in Japan at that time. 
The numbers of papers published by these disci-
pline leaders in the Journal of the Formosan Medical 
Association and in other research journals are then 
tabulated.
Resume of Medical Leaders
The Table lists the years of birth and death, birth-
place, years of residence in Taiwan, and the alma 
mater of each leader. The names of those who 
only served as short-term proxy leaders are listed 
in the grey-shaded columns in the table.
Most medical leaders were born during the 
Japanese Meiji era (1868–1912). The oldest leader, 
Dr Shunji Watsuji (surgical specialist), was born 
before the Meiji era (1863). The youngest leader, 
Dr Masanao Magara (obstetrics and gynecology 
specialist), was born as late as 1900.
On average, these leaders arrived in Taiwan at 
age 33 years and stayed for 10 years. Some stayed 
in Taiwan for less than 1 year (e.g. Dr Keikichi 
Matano in pediatrics and Dr Shigeru Inoue in 
ophthalmology), and some for over 35 years 
(e.g. Dr Sadamu Yokogawa in parasitology). The 
majority devoted their most productive years to 
developing the field of medicine in Taiwan.
Nine of the 97 leaders were from Tokyo; six 
each were from Okayama and Hyogo; five were 
from Niigata; four each were from Mie, Saga and 
Hiroshima; three were from Oita; two each were 
from Yamagata, Hokkaido, Nara, Kyoto, Tochigi, 
Miyagi, Kagoshima, Tokushima, and Aichi; and 
one each was from Osaka, Yamaguchi, Chiba, 
Ishikawa, Gifu, Nagasaki, Kanagawa, Kagawa, 
Iwate, Kochi, Saitama, Fukui, Fukuoka, Fukushima, 
Toyama, Ehime, Kumamoto, and Shizuoka.
Twenty-eight leaders graduated from The Uni-
versity of Tokyo; nine from Kyoto University; seven 
each from Okayama University and its pre-medical 
school; five from Kyushu University; three each 
from Nagasaki and Chiba Universities; two each 
from Tohoku and Kanazawa Universities; and one 
each from Osaka Medical University, Hokkaido 
University, Kyoto Prefectural University of 
Medicine, Niigata University, and Aichi Medical 
Institute.
Japanese Higher Education System in the 
Early 19th Century
The medical institutes of Japan started modern 
medical services and education before establish-
ing the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, 
Science and Technology of Japan (MEXT). 
Among these pioneer institutes, the pre-medical 
school of the University of Nagasaki established 
the earliest institute for modern medicine in 
Japan; probably because Kawasaki was the port 
to which modern medicine was first imported in 
Japan, and the birthplace of the so-called “Dutch 
Studies” during the Edo Era (1602–1867). The 
MEXT has stated that modern medical education 
at Nagasaki Medical School is as good as that 
provided by The University of Tokyo pre-medical 
school. In addition, the medical service and edu-
cation institutes at Kanazawa, Okayama and 
Niigata Universities were all private institutes 
before the establishment of the MEXT. Other im-
perial universities such as Kyuushuu, Osaka, 
Hokkaido and Nagoya Universities were also well-
known medical education institutes in Japan at 
that time.
Publications of the Discipline Leaders
The Table also lists the publications of the medi-
cal discipline leaders in the Journal of the Formosan 
Medical Association and other archival journals.
The Table shows that most publications by the 
medical discipline leaders were related to “hot 
topics” in Taiwan. Other common topics included 
cholera, malaria, black death, local goiter disease, 
and health of aboriginal residents. Dr Ishiyama 
M.T. Wang
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(of the Department of Surgery) mentioned how at 
that time, medical researchers could accomplish 
more in Taiwan than in Japan.
The training of the medical discipline leaders 
affected their pursuits beyond the field of medi-
cine. For instance, based on the medical training 
in the Department of Physiology, Nagai proposed 
his theory of human life, eugenics, and human-
ity. Dr Takeo Kanaseki (Department of Anatomy) 
launched the journal named Folk Culture of Taiwan. 
Dr Magara Masanao (Department of Obstetrics 
and Gynecology) named his favorite ink and 
wash painting after his beloved place Taoyuan 
“Dashi”. Dr Yoji Hosoya (Department of Physiol-
ogy) wrote the words for the anthem of the 
College of Medicine, Taihoku Imperial University, 
based on his images of scenery in Taiwan.
Some discipline leaders stayed in Taiwan only 
briefly. For example, Dr Nagai (Department of 
Physiology) considered Taiwan as no more than a 
staging post in his career, and Dr Mukae 
(Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology) had 
insufficient time to achieve anything meaningful 
before leaving Taiwan. Dr Kishi (Department of 
Otolaryngology) even changed careers after re-
turning to Japan. Conversely, some discipline lead-
ers spent most of their lives in Taiwan, such as 
Dr Kubo (Department of Forensic Medicine), who 
passed away at Taihoku Imperial University Hos-
pital and donated his body for research purposes.
Overall, many of the discipline leaders during 
the Japanese occupation of Taiwan were among 
the elite of society, had PhD degrees, experienced 
studying abroad, and held superior intellectual, 
social and economic status. They often continued 
to be leaders in their medical disciplines after re-
turning to Japan. Although each had a distinct 
fate, their earnest, serious attitudes about research 
enlightened their successors in Taiwan about how 
a physician should behave. They helped to estab-
lish the important attributes of medical profes-
sionals in Taiwan, such as a good academic 
background, heritage, and research skills. How-
ever, some leaders displayed unethical behavior 
by over-emphasizing breakthroughs in research, 
which is a lesson for their successors in Taiwan 
today.
The 97 discipline leaders passed away long 
ago. However, their lifetime efforts established 
the paradigm for modern medical professionals 
in Taiwan. Profiles of the lives of these leaders 
also reveal the social status of Taiwan during the 
Japanese occupation.
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